VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEES'
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME, 2008
City of Galway Vocational Education Committee:

CLAUSE 1: DEFINITIONS
In this scheme:

1.1 "approved course "

(@ means dull-time undergraduate course of not less than two yearaidn pursued in one
of the approved institutions listed in Appendix,L2 and 1.3.

(b) afull-time postgraduate course of not less than one yeardiolipursued in one of the
approved institutions listed in Appendixl and Appendix 1.3 (i to ix).

(c) afull-time undergraduate course of not less than one yearaion pursued in one of the
approved institutions listed in Appendix 1.1 whigpresents progression from a Level 7
(Ordinary Bachelor Degree or National Diploma) seuto an “add-on” Level 8 (Honours
Bachelor Degree) course.

"candidate” means the person in respect of whom a grantngjtseiught;

"candidate other than a mature candidate” means every candidate, other than a mature

candidate, who is eligible to be considered uriisrscheme;

"mature candidate” means a candidate who is at least 23 years dfragiee 1st of January of the

year of entry or re-entrip an approved course;

"mature candidate dependent on parents”means a mature candidate who was ordinarily
resident with her/his parents from 1 October 2007;

"independent mature candidate” means a mature candidate who was not ordinaslgeat with

her/his parents from 1 October, 2007;

"dependent children" means children, including foster children, of andidate's parents or
guardians or children of an independent matureidatej as the case may be, who, on 1 October
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2007, were
(0 under 16 years of age
or
(i) 16 years of age or over

and
@) are attending a full-time course of studgratducational institution and are
dependent on their parents,
or
(b) are medically certified as permanently uiafitwork;

"lecture fee" means the amount invoiced by an institution upuch limit as is approved by the

Minister for Education and Science;

"Vocational Education Committee' means the Vocational Education Committee nameihen

subtitle of this scheme;

"normal residence"” means the permanent or ordinary address of thdidz#a's parents or
guardians from 1 October, 200Tn the case of an independent mature candidatdish@ormal
residence means the permanent or ordinary addfake andependent mature candidate from 1
October 2007.

“reckonable income" means

(@) all amounts* received or receivable by an iitligl without reference to her/his residence
or domicile, from both Irish and foreign sourcesijah are liable to Irish Income Tax, Irish
Capital Gains Tax or Irish Capital Acquisitions Tax which would be so liable but for
exemptions and reliefs contained in Irish legislatiand

(b) corresponding amounts received or receivalyleindividuals resident in another EU
Member State which are liable to Income Tax, Cafins Tax, Inheritance or Gift Taxes
of that State, or which would be so liable but éeemptions and reliefs contained in the

legislation of that State.

* The following Social Welfare and Health ServiceeEutive Payments should be excluded in the
calculation of reckonable income:

- Child Benefit;

- Family Income Supplement;

- Disability Allowance (where paid to the candidate
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- Blind Pension (where paid to the candidate);

- One Parent Family Payments (Means Tested);

- Guardian’s Payment (Previously known as Orphaeafssions);

- Back to Education Allowance (Second Level anddhevel Option);
- Foster Care Allowance;

- Domiciliary Care Allowance and

- Carer’s Allowance.

[Note: The specific calculations of the amount of eckonable income under the various
headings are contained in the application form anthe accompanying notes].

"re-entering” means entering as a mature candidate followingeakbof at least one year and
having previously attended a course approved ferpgiwrposes of either the Higher Education

Grants Scheme or the VEC Scholarships Scheme.

"spouse" means each person of a married couple who argligigether, or a man and woman

who are not married to each other but are cohghitinhusband and wife.

“student services chargemeans the charge payable by students pursuirgpproved course to
which the Free Fees Initiative applies in an appdowniversity or third-level institution in Ireland

This charge relates to examination fees, registratnd student services.

“field trip” means a trip which is compulsory and an integatl @f an approved course, which is
for fact finding or research purposes, and withvauth the student cannot graduate or progress to

the next year of the course



CLAUSE 2: AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIPS

The Vocational Education Committee shall award kabkhips for higher education to eligible

candidates in accordance with the terms of thie®eh

2.1 A candidate shall not be eligible to hold a sctefigr under this Scheme if s/he holds:

0] a scholarship/grant awarded by another Vooati@€ducation Committee, a

Local Authority or the Department of Education &wuience, or

(i) any other award payable from public funds, or

(i)  the equivalent of (i) or (ii) from anothel EMember State.

The provisions at (i) and (iii) do not include awa such as scholarships, prizes or
bursaries, made by the institution being attendgubst graduate research gramtgere the
grant received @es not exceed a specified amount, which for tf¥8/2@ academic year is
specified to be €16,000. In addition the provisan(ii) does not include awards to
candidates under the Student Assistance Fund, tfhenMum Partnership Fund and the
Fund for Students with Disabilities.

2.2  Notwithstanding clause 2.1 above holders of tHwviing scholarships, if eligible, may
also hold a maintenance grant:-
» Easter Week Scholarship Holders
« Donagh O’Malley Scholarship Holders
* The new All Ireland Scholarship

» Science Foundation Ireland/Dell Scholarship for vgdvVomen in Engineering

CLAUSE 3: PERSONS TO WHOM THIS SCHEME APPLIES

The scheme applies to:
3.1 Candidates who are entering an approved courgbddirst time in the 2008/09 academic

year;

3.2  Mature candidates, who in the 2008/09 academic gest
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3.3

3.4

@ re-entering in order to complete an appros@aatse at undergraduate level for the
first time, or

(b) re-entering in order to pursue or complet@approved course at postgraduate level
for the first time; or
(c) with reference to clause 7.7, mature candidatdo already hold a
postgraduate qualification and are re-enteringrégness to a further postgraduate

course which represents progression;

Candidates, who having attended but not succéssiinpleted an approved course, are
returning following a break of at least five yearsorder to pursue an approved course at

the same level in the 2008/09 academic year @eo®l Chance Students);

Subject to clause 7.6, candidates who have engrexpproved course in Ireland prior to
the 1996/97 academic year and are now enteringnoed course outside Ireland for the

first time in the 2008/09 academic year.

CLAUSE 4: ELIGIBILITY OF CANDIDATES

To be eligible for a scholarship under this Schemneandidate shall fulfil the following conditions

as to residence, age, academic attainments, medmatonality:

4.1
4.1.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

Residence

The candidate's parents or guardians or, in the @aan independent mature candidate, the
candidate herself/himself, shall have been ordineesident in the administrative area of
the Vocational Education Committee from 1 Octob@d72 TheVocational Education

Committee shall have discretion to waive this requiremergxoeptional circumstances.

Candidates who are EU nationals and who do ndatfgdhe residency requirement are
eligible to apply for a means-testézbs onlygrant in respect of approved courses in the
Republic of Ireland, provided they have been omilinaesident, for a purpose other than
wholly or mainly to receive full-time education, &am EU Member State from 1 October,
2007. Such candidates shall apply to the Vocdti@umcation Committee in whose

administrative area the college they propose émdtis situated.

A candidate shall not be eligible to apply fork@ in receipt a scholarship/grant in the
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4.2

4.3

4.4
4.4.1

4.4.2

443

4.4.4

4.4.5

administrative area of more than one Vocationaldatdan Committee/Local Authority

area.

Age
A candidate shall be at least |7 years of age é&smiiary, 2009.

Academic Attainments

Any candidate who secures a place on an approvede shall be deemed to fulfil the

academic attainment condition for the purposehisfdcheme.

Means

For the award of a scholarship in respect of th@889 academic year, a candidate's
reckonable income shall conform to the income #nset out in Appendix 2. The
reckonable income shall be determined by the Vowalti Education Committee on the
basis of information supplied in the Applicationrfg in accordance with the requirements
of the accompanying Notes booklet. The 2008/09idation Form and Notes form part of

this Scheme.

For the award of a special rate of maintenancet gnarespect of the 2008/09 academic
year, a candidate’s reckonable income shall conftonthe income limits set out in
Appendix 4. The reckonable income shall be deteenhiby the Vocational Education

Committee on the basis of information suppliechim Application Form.

In the case of a candidate other than an indepéndature candidate, the candidate's
reckonable income shall be that of the candidatieo&ithe candidate's parents or guardians,
except where the candidate's parents are divolegally separated, or it is established to
the satisfaction of the Vocational Education Cortesitthat they are separated, in which
case the candidate's reckonable income shall befttize candidate and of the parent with
whom the candidate resides. [Note: See Sectidrnibhtaccompanying Notes for criteria to

be applied by the Vocational Education Committeesitablishing separation.]

In the case of an independent mature candidatesathdidate's reckonable income shall be
that of the candidate and her/his spouse, if agipléc

A candidate's reckonable income shall be the iectonthe period 1 January, 2007 to 31
6



4.4.6

4.5
45.1

December, 2007, (the tax year 2007).

For the award of a special rate of maintenancet graandidate’s reckonable income must,
as at 31 December 2007, include one of the payristatd in Appendix 4.

Nationality
Candidates must:

- hold E.U. Nationality; or
- have Official Refugee Status; or

- have been granted Humanitarian Leave to Remaime State (prior to the Immigration

Act 1999); or

- be a person in respect of whom the MinisterJigstice, Equality and Law Reform has
granted permission to remain following a determoratot to make a deportation
order under section 3 on the Immigration Act 1999;

- have permission to remain in the State by virtiemarriage to an Irish national
residing in the State, or be the child of such @ersot having EU nationality; or

- have permission to remain in the State by vidumarriage to a national of another EU
Member State who is residing in the State and vghaorihas been employed, or self-
employed, in the State, or be the child of suckragn, not having EU nationality; or

- be nationals of a member country of the Europ&aonomic Area (EEA) (see
Appendix 6) or Switzerland

CLAUSE 5: VALUE OF SCHOLARSHIPS

5.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

The value of scholarships shall be in accordandk thie annual rates specified by the
Minister for Education & Science. The rates saspel for the 2008/09 academic year are

set out in Appendix 3.

The value of the special rate of maintenance gghall be in accordance with the annual
rates specified by the Minister for Education amieice. The rates so specified for the

2008/09 academic year are set out in Appendix 5.

Students pursuing approved courses in other EU MenStates (including Northern
Ireland) should be paid the value of the scholarshihe currency of the country in which
they are studying unless they indicate that theshwo have their scholarship paid in Euro.
In the case of a non-euro currency, the conversitanshall be that prevailing on the date of

conversion.



5.2 Maintenance Grants

5.2.1 Full and part maintenance grants shall be payatbéather adjacent or non-adjacent rates.
The Vocational Education Committeeshall decide the rate applicable in each particula

case, in accordance with paragraphs 5.2.2 to Be2obv.

5.2.2 The special rate of maintenance grant shall beljpays either adjacent or non-adjacent
rates. The Vocational Education Committee shadidde the rate applicable in each

particular case, in accordance with paragraph8 $2.2.6 below.

5.2.3 Except in the case of mature students, the adjaeg¢atof maintenance grant shall be
payable in the case of a grant-holder whose noresédence is 24 kilometres or less from

the college which s/he is attending.

5.2.4 The non-adjacent rate of maintenance grant shglblyable in all other cases, including the
case of all mature candidates who qualify, haviagrbassessed either as a dependent or

independent mature candidate.

5.2.5 Where a maintenance grant is payable in accordaiite Clause 7.3 (in respect of
compulsory study abroad), the non-adjacent rateahtenance grant shall be payable for

the duration of the scholarship-holder’s study atiro

5.2.6 Scholarship-holderaho are required to participate in off campus plaeet as an integral
part of their course may have their grant entitlehpaid in the normal manner. Where the
College requires a scholarship-holder in receipthef adjacent rate of grant to re-locate
from her/his residence in order to undertake aeplant of not less than one academic
term/semester, the non-adjacent rate of grant neypdid for the duration of such

placement.

53 Lecture Fee Grants

5.3.1 Where a candidate is not eligible for free tuitionder the Free Fees Initiative and is
pursuing an approved course at undergraduateilewasl institution listed in Appendix 1.1
and Appendix 1.3 (i to viithe Vocational Education Committee may award adulbart
grant in respect of the candidate's lecture fedefised in Clause 1, subject to the terms of

this Scheme.



5.3.2

5.3.3

5.4
54.1

5.5
5.5.1

Where a candidate is pursuing an approved courpestgraduatéevel in an institution
listed in Appendix 1.1 and Appendix 1.3 (i to iXy)nthe Vocational Education Committee
may award a full or part grant in respect of thedidate's lecture fee, as defined in Clause

1, subject to the terms of this Scheme.
Where a candidate is pursuing an approved coaraedther E.U. Member State no tuition
fees shall be payable except in the case of caediddtending post-graduate courses in an

institution listed in Appendix 1.3 (viii and ix gnl

Grant in respect of Student Services Charge

Where a candidate qualifies for a maintenance guagtis pursuing an approved course to
which the Free Fees Initiative applies, or wouldehqualified for a lecture fee grant but for
the Free Fees Initiative, the Vocational Educattmmmittee shall award the candidate a
grant in respect of the charge for student servi€eg to€900. This grant shall be paid
directly to the college / institution by the Voaatal Education Committee.

Where a candidate qualifies for a maintenance guagitis pursuing an approved course at
postgraduate level the Vocational Education Conemitthall, where applicable, award a
grant in respect of the charge for student senoéep to€900provided the charge and the
tuition fee does not exceed the maximum fee lifitiis grant shall be paid directly to the

college/institution by the Vocational Education Guittee.

Field Trips
Compulsory field trips may be funded for eligiblehslarship-holders provided the tuition

fee, registration fee and the cost of the field does not exceed the maximum fee limit.

CLAUSE 6: ACCEPTANCE OF SCHOLARSHIPS

6.1

6.2

Where a Vocational Education Committee offers adickate a scholarship under this
Scheme, the candidate shall confirm to the Vocati&ducation Committee the title of the
course s/he proposes to follow within such periftdranotification of the offer of a

scholarship as the Vocational Education Committag stipulate.

Where a candidate is offered a scholarship urider Scheme, but does not pursue an

approved course in the 2008/09 academic year fivead a scholarship shall be deemed to
9



have lapsed.

CLAUSE 7: TENURE OF SCHOLARSHIPS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

A scholarship awarded under this Scheme shallrbeigional for the 2008/09 academic
year and shall not be continued in any subsequeueanic year, unless the Vocational
Education Committee is satisfied that the provisiohthis Scheme continue to be complied

with fully.

A scholarship is tenable for the normal duratdrihe approved course and is renewable
annually subject to satisfactory attainment andhto conditions of this scheme and the
approval of the Vocational Education Committee.dkiships may not be paid in respect
of a repeat year of study on the same course. Al Education Committee shall have
discretion to waive this provision in exceptionatomstances, such as certified serious

illness.

Where scholarship-holders, as part of their apmiazourse, are required to attend foreign
university courses for a period of up to one yaamaintenance award may continue to be

paid where the period abroad does not affect thmaladuration of the approved course.

Scholarships awarded under this Scheme shall lableeonly in respect of attendance at

approved courses.

A scholarship under this Scheme shall not be tenmblespect of a course, or part of a

course, to which the Third Level Maintenance Gr&useme for Trainees 2008 applies.

Apart from the special provisions for second chastadents in Clause 3.3, candidates who
have previously pursued an undergraduate courgeagapfor the purposes of the Higher
Education Grants Scheme, the Vocational Educatamr@ittee Scholarship Scheme or the
Third Level Maintenance Grants Scheme for Train@asnerly ESF Scheme) shall not
receive a grant under this Scheme until they havepteted an equivalent period of study
at undergraduate level, irrespective of whethenatr a grant was paid previously. A
Vocational Educational Committee shall have disonetto waive this provision in
exceptional circumstances, such as certified sefiimess. Scholarships shall not be paid
to candidates who already hold a Level 8 (HonousshBlor Degree or equivalent)
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7.7

gualification and are pursuing a second such dcetion.

However, notwithstanding this condition the followi candidates may be deemed
eligible for grant aid:

(i) candidates who already hold a Level 6 qualificafidigher Certificate or National
Certificate) or a Level 7 qualification (OrdinaryaBhelor Degree or National
Diploma) or BTEC Higher National Diploma and areogmessing to a Level 8
(Honours Bachelor Degree) course, without necdgsdraving received an

exemption from the normal duration of the course;

(i) candidates who have satisfactorily completea tyears of a Level 7 (Ordinary
Bachelor Degree or National Diploma) course, andn gadmission through

exemption, to year two of a Level 8 (Honours Bach&legree) course.

Candidates who have previously pursued a postgradoaurse approved for the
purposes of the Higher Education Grants Scheme her Yocational Education
Committees’ Scholarship Scheme shall not receigeaat under this Scheme uritiley
have completed an equivalent period of study atgpaduate level irrespective of
whether or not a grant was paid previousk.Vocational Education Committee shall
have discretion to waive this provision in excepéibcircumstances, such as certified
serious illness Scholarships shall not be paid to candidates wheady hold a
postgraduate qualification and are pursuing a sepostgraduate qualification. However,

notwithstanding this condition candidates who: -

0] on completion of a one year post-graduate swhich has not led to the conferral

of a qualification, gain admittance to the secoearyf a post-graduate course; or

(i) already hold a postgraduate qualification and aregrpssing to a further
postgraduate course which represents progressigrbendeemed eligible for grant
aid.

For the purposes of this clause, post-graduatesesuat Level 8 are deemed to be

progression from an Honours Bachelor Degree course.

Grant aid for postgraduate students shall be ldritea maximum of four years.
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7.8

A scholarship-holder who, during the course oftigis studies, wishes to change course or
faculty or defer her/his scholarship must obtaia ftrior approval of the Vocational

Education Committee.

CLAUSE 8: CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

The eligibility of a person to whom this Schemelags for the award of a scholarship, or
the level of the scholarship awarded, may be asdessre-assessed by the Vocational

Education Committee in the event of changes otiistances relating to the following:

(@) the candidate's reckonable income, withinnleaning of Clause 4, which is likely
to be permanent (i.e. likely to obtain for the diora of the approved course or for
the foreseeable future);

(b) the number of dependent children;

(c) the number of children

() in full-time third level education;

(i) attending a recognised PLC course, student nuasenig or student Garda
training;

(i)  participating in a Failte Ireland (formerly CERTuse of at least one year's
duration;

(iv)  attending a full time Teagasc course irAgnicultural College;
(V) attending a recognised full-time further eatian course, of
at least one year’s duration, in Northern Ireland;

(d) normalresidence;

(e) Nationality, where the candidate becomes an IrigtiioNal or the national of
another EU Member State.

The income limits applicable under this Schemeases under clause 8.1 (a) or (b) or (c)

above shall be those of the scheme of the yeahictvihe change of circumstances occurs.

Where an adverse change in reckonable income oeswaslds or adjustments in cases
assessed under this clause shall normally be méteeffect from the college term in

which the change in circumstances occurs.

Where a positive change in reckonable income oaurieg an academic year, any grant
awarded shall continue to be paid until the endhat academic year. However such
scholarship-holders shall be re-assessed befoetwarship is renewed for the following
academic year.
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8.5 The amount of the lecture fee, student servicesgehand maintenance elements of the

scholarship payable in respect of a college telati bk one-third of the annual rate.

CLAUSE 9: POSTGRADUATE COURSES
9.1 A scholarship-holder who was in receipt of a Vawadi Education Committee scholarship

to pursue an undergraduate course may have thiasttip continued in order to pursue an

approved course at postgraduate level subjecettetms and conditions of this scheme

CLAUSE 10: PAYMENT OF SCHOLARSHIP
10.1 The lecture fee grant, payable to scholarship-hslde accordance with Clause 5.3.1,

shall be paid, subject to the maximum lecture fg@@ved by the Minister for Education
and Science, by the Vocational Education Commitbetbe college concerned on receipt
of an invoice from the college for the lecture feethe scholarship-holder. This shall be
subject to the refund in full of the lecture fe¢hé scholarship-holder does not register or
take up a place or is in receipt of assistance rsvéhe lecture fee from any other

source.

10.2 Subject to the maximum lecture fee approved byMhester for Education and Science, no

lecture fee grant shall exceed the E.U. rate op#sble in respect of any approved course.

The maximum fee limit shall apply as follows:
(i) all Undergraduate courses not approved under times tef the Free Fees Initiative and
(ii) all Post-graduate course€6,270.

In regard to the Professional Practice Course | thedProfessional Practice Course |l
(formerly known as the Professional and Advancedr&®) at the Law Society of Ireland

the following arrangements shall apply:

Professional Practice Course I:
0] The tuition fee payable will be subject to 2fthe maximum fee limit
applicable on commencement of the course.
(i) Two instalments of the maintenance grant Wwél payable at the current

rate.



10.3

Professional Practice Course II:
0] The tuition fee payable will be 1/3 of the maximtae limit applicable
on commencement of the advanced course.
(i) One instalment of the maintenance grant Wil payable at the
current rate.

The Vocational Education Committee shall pay ttfeokarship-holder's maintenance grant
(if any) in three equal instalments, as early assjpte in each term, and the individual
payable orders shall be addressed to the schaiemstder c/o the Bursar's Office of the

College.

CLAUSE 11: APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

111

11.2

11.3

Scholarship applications shall be made on theiaffapplication form* which is available
from the Vocational Education Committee. This formhich covers applications for both
the ordinary and special rates of maintenance gday completed, must be received by
the Vocational Education Committee not later t28 August 2008 The Vocational
Education Committee may, however, accept an apigiicavhich is not received on time
and may, at its own absolute discretion, treat syiglication as if it had been received on
time.

*The 2008/09 Application Form and Notes form prthis Scheme.

A candidate whose application is deemed to bentaig have her/his application processed
and be awarded a scholarship from the commenceaieht following year of her/his

course.

It shall be a condition for the award of a scheiigy under this Scheme that, in connection
with the processing of the application, the pargotrdians of a candidate or, in the case of
an independent mature candidate, the candidatesliieraself and her/his spouse, if

applicable, authorises: -

(0 the Vocational Education Committee and the &®pent of Education and Science
to seek the assistance of and supply any relemformation and documents to the
Revenue Commissioners;

(i) the Revenue Commissioners and the DepartrobE&ocial andFamily Affairs to
14



supply any relevant information or documents fréwairt records to the Vocational
Education Committee and the Department of Educatimh Science and to make
any enquiries and seek any documents they consetssssary to enable them to
assist the Vocational Education Committee and tepafiment of Education and
Science;

(i)  the Vocational Education Committee to traarsthe application form to the relevant
Local Authority or another Vocational Education Guittee should that become
necessary;

(iv)  the Vocational Education Committee/DepartmenEducation and Science to
transfer information from the grant applicatioratoentral database which may
be accessed by the Revenue Commissioners and gatDent of Social and
Family Affairs.

CLAUSE 12:DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION

12.1 Details of the amount of scholarship payable utigierScheme in respect of a scholarship-
holder may be made available to other Governmeptibments/Offices and public service
agencies, subject to compliance with the Data Btiote Acts, 1988 and 2003. Vocational
Education Committees are requested to ensure tBa&t Ufficials, Committee Members
and Relevant External Members are aware that datdation to students applications may
not be published and any data held by the VECIatioa to individual students is subject
to the terms of the Data Protection Acts, 198820Q8.

CLAUSE 13: DECLARATION OF INCOME AND OTHER INFORMAT ION

13.1 A declaration of reckonable income shall be maddheycandidate and the candidate's
parents or guardians or, in the case of an indegrendature candidate, by the candidate
and the candidate's spouse, if applicable, andghaly submit to the Vocational Education
Committee such information and documentation as bwayequired by it to process the
application in full. It will be the responsibilityf candidates to ensure that the statement of
income and other details sought is full and corepletevery respectlf a candidate's
failure to provide this full and complete information be the result of a deliberate
material omission or inaccuracy, the candidate(s)hall be liable to prosecution, loss of
scholarship and repayment, with interest, of any pdion of a scholarship already
received.



CLAUSE 14: DETERMINATION OF DISPUTES

14.1 Where an applicant has been refused a scholarsitier uhis Scheme by a Vocational
Education Committee, he or she may appeal thasidecto that Vocational Education
Committee. Where, following the exhaustion of tgpeal procedure, the applicant is of
the view that the Vocational Education Committeg ingerpreted or construed this Scheme
incorrectly, he or she may submit his or her qoestir dispute as to that interpretation or

construction to the Minister for Education and 8ce whose determination thereon shall
be final.
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APPENDIX 1.1

INSTITUTIONS APPROVED FOR VEC SCHOLARSHIPS
SCHEME 2008/09

FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE COURSES

Institutes of Technologyat Athlone, Blanchardstown, Carlow, Cork, Dublin, Dundalk,
Galway - Mayo, Letterkenny, Limerick, Sligo, Tallaght, Tipperary Rural and
Business Institute, Tralee, Waterford

Crawford Municipal School of Art, Cork

National College of Art and Design

Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Techiology
(for HETAC approved courses only)

University of Limerick
Dublin City University

The Law Society of Ireland, Blackhall Place
(for Professional Practice Course 1 & Professi@mattice Course 2 only)

National College of Ireland
(for HETAC approved courses only)
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APPENDIX 1.2

APPROVED COURSES IN NORTHERN IRELAND COLLEGES

1. Business and Technology Education Council (BTE$)r@ved Higher National Diploma
(HND) courses at the following Colleges/Instituson
Belfast Metropolitan College
College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise
Southern Regional College
Northern Ireland Hotel & Catering College, Postiu
South Eastern Regional College
Northern Regional College

North West Regional College

2. The following courses at the Colleges/Institutispscified:

Belfast Metropolitan College:

() HCIMA Professional Diploma

(i) European Executive Assistant Certificate

(i)  Diploma in Marketing

(iv)  Associateship of the Clothing and Footweeatitute

APPENDIX 1.2 (continued)
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College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise

0] BSc (Hons) in Food Technology
(i) BSc (Hons) in Supply Management (Food)
(i)  BSc (Hons) Equine Studies (with Diplomaliustrial Studies)

Northern Ireland Hotel and Catering College

() BA (Hons) Hotel & Tourism Management
(i) BA (Hons) Travel & Tourism Management
(i)  BA (Hons) Culinary Arts

(iv)  BA (Hons) Hospitality Management

North West Regional College:

0] LCC Private Secretaries Certificate - 2rgea
(i) LCC Private and Executive Secretarial Diploma years
(i)  European Executive Assistant Certificate - 2 ggdormerly RSA Bi-

lingual Secretarial Certificate)



1.

APPENDIX 1.3

INSTITUTIONS APPROVED FOR VEC SCHOLARSHIPS SCHEME, 2008/09,
FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN AWARDED A LEVEL 6 (HIGHE R
CERTIFICATE OR NATIONAL CERTIFICATE) QUALIFICATION, A LEVEL 7
(ORDINARY BACHELOR DEGREE OR A NATIONAL DIPLOMA)
QUALIFICATION, OR BTEC HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA:

Progression to Full-Time Level 8 (Honours BacheloDegree) Courses at

Vii
viii

National University of Ireland, Cork
National University of Ireland, Dublin
National University of Ireland, Galway
Trinity College Dublin

National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Dublin City University

University of Limerick

Queen’s University Belfast

University of Ulster

University or third-level institution which is maintained or assisted by
recurrent grants from public funds in another EU Member State, with the
exception of the following:

a) Courses in Colleges of Further and Higher Educati@mther than courses
which are at Higher National Diploma level or highe

b) Courses provided in a college which are offeregrimate commercial third-
level colleges in the State, and which are valalaiethat College;

c) Courses in colleges akin to private commerciakgak in Ireland.

Maintenance grants only may be paid in respectatténdance at approved
Institutions.

*Scholarships may be awarded in respect of direttyeto Higher National
Diploma courses in these Colleges, subject to theigions of Clauses 7.6 and 7.7.
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APPENDIX 1.3 (continued)

Progression to a full-time undergraduate coursa afinimum duration of one year in
one of the approved institutions listed at Appendli8 which represents progression
from a FETAC Level 5 qualification (formerly knowas a FETAC (NCVA) Level 2
gualification) and which leads to the award of aldication of third level standard
following a terminal examination.

Postgraduate: VEC Scholarships are tenable at full-time postgaséelicourses at the
institutions listed in Appendix 1.3 (i to ix).
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APPENDIX 2

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEES' SCHOLARSHIP
SCHEME, 2008

Reckonable Income Limits for the ordinary rategraint+
for the period 1January, 2007 to 31 December 2007 (the tax yeat)200

Number of | Full Part Part Part Part Tuition
Dependent | Maintenance | Maintenance | Maintenance | Maintenance | Fees (50%)
Children and Full | (75%) and| (50%) and | (25%) and | only*

Fees Full Fees Full Fees Full Fees
Less than 4 | €39,76( €42,23¢ €44,72C €47,20¢ €49,690
4-7 €43,680 €46,415 €49,145 €51,880 €54,605
8 or more €47,430 €50,400 €53,360 €56,320 €59,280

*Full Student Service Chargeis paid where income is at or below this level.

+ In the 2008/2009 academic year where 2 or moiigreh (or the candidate's parent) are
pursuing a course of study listed below the reck@mancome limits may be increased by
€4,815 where there are 2 such children, €9,630 evtteere are 3 such children and so on, by

increments of €4,815.

0] attending full-time third level education;

(i) attending a recognised PLC course, studergentraining or student Garda training;
(i)  participating in a Failte Ireland (formerlyEIRT) course of at least one years duration;
(iv)  attending a full time Teagasc course in ancadfural college;

(v) attending a recognised full-time further edumatcourse, of at least one year’s duration,
in Northern Ireland.
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APPENDIX 3

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEES' SCHOLARSHIP
SCHEME, 2008

Maintenance Grants Rates

Non-Adjacent Rate Adjacent Rate
Full Maintenance €3420 €1,37C
Part Maintenance (75%) €2,565 €1,C3C
Part Maintenance (50%) €1,710 €685
Part Maintenance (25%) €855 €345




APPENDIX 4

SPECIAL RATE OF MAINTENANCE GRANT

For the award of a special rate of maintenancetgnarespect of the 2008/09 academic year, a
candidates reckonable income (for the period 1algn2007 to 31 December 2007, the tax year

2007) shall not exceed: -

= €20,147

= net of standard exclusions (as set out in Claugfetllis Scheme)

and

= net of Child Dependant Increase (C.D.l.) paid &y Erepartment of Social

and Family Affairs

As at 31 December 2007, this reckonable income nmgdtude one of the social welfare

payments listed below.

LIST OF ELIGIBLE PAYMENTS

1. SOCIAL ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS

New Name

Old Name

Blind Person’s Pension

Carer’s Allowance

OneParentFamily Paymen

DesertecWife's Allowance
Lone Parent’s Allowanc
Prisoner wife's Allowance

D

Disability Allowance

Farm Assis

JobseekerAllowance (where held for 391 days
or more)

Unemployment Assistanc

State Pension (Non-Contributory)

Old Age (Non-Citmitiory) Pensior

Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory)

Orphans (NBomtributory) Pension

Pre-retirement allowance

Widow’s/Widower’s (Non-Contributory) Pension
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APPENDIX 4 (continued)
2. SOCIAL INSURANCE PAYMENTS

New Name Old Name

Carer’'s Benefit

One Parent Family Payment Deserted Wife's Benefit

Invalidity Pensior

Incapacity Suppleme Unemployability Suppleme

Occupational Injuries Death Benefit (Orpha
pension)

Occupational Injuries Death Benefit (pension forja
widow or widower)

State Pension (Contributory) Old Age Contributory Pension
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) Orphan’s (Contributory) Allowance
Jobseeker’s Benefftontinuous for at least 12 Unemployment Benefit
months)

Widow’s/Widower’s (Contributory) Pension

State Pension (Transition) Retirement Pension

3. FAMILY INCOME SUPPLEMENT (FIS)

4. DESIGNATED PROGRAMMES

Back to Education Allowance (Second Level and Thiegiel Option)
Back to Work Allowance (Employees)

Back to Work Enterprise Allowance

Community Employment Scheme

Rural Social Scheme

FAS Training Programmes, including Apprenticeships

Part time job incentive scheme

Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS)

5. OTHERS

a) In receipt of payments under the Filte IrelandiSKrogramme equivalent to a social
welfare payment;

b) In receipt of payments under the FIT (Fastrackijanitiative equivalent to a social welfare
payment;

c) Participants on a training course approved by ae@ovent Department, State Agency or
Area Partnership and who were in receipt of antdégpayment prior to progressing to the
programme;

d) Grant aided employees in social economy enterprises

e) In receipt of payments under the Senior Travellairling Centre programmes.



APPENDIX 5

SPECIAL RATE OF MAINTENANCE GRANT FOR 2008/09

Grant Standard Grant Special Rate Grant Total Grant
Non-Adjacent Rate €3,420 €3,270 €6,690
Adjacent Rate €1,370 €1,310 €2,680
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Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden

United Kingdom

EU / EEA COUNTRIES

APPENDIX 6
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